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“’Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?’…He then 

said to Simon Peter a second time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?’… Jesus said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?’ Three times in the Gospel passage this weekend, Jesus asked 
Peter if he loved him. Instead of getting distressed and frustrated like 
Peter at this repeat question, this post-resurrection story reminds us 
that the message of Jesus is ultimately a message of love. 

 
Whenever we think of love, each of us may have a different 

definition of it. That is perfectly alright, considering how each of us 
experiences love in a different way. The important aspect about love, 
though, is that it has to go deep for it to be true. A love that cannot 
repeatedly question itself so that it can go deeper is not really love. 
That is why Jesus asked Peter ‘do you love me’ three times. The 
repetition of the question takes us beyond assumptions and 
appearances. 

 
The spiritual author David Benner, in his book Surrender to Love, 

moves us deeper and deeper into love. He writes, “Christian 
conversion is not merely encountering love. Nor is it developing new 
ideas or values about love. Nor is it committing myself to trying to be 
loving. Christian conversion involves becoming love.” (86) Becoming 
love is the goal. 

 



I think all of us would call ourselves loving people. But how do we 
know if our love is going deeper? How do we know if we have become 
love? One sign of this is whenever we can accept the sufferings that 
come along with love. Naturally, we do not like suffering, but anytime 
we are willing to suffer with others, for something, and within ourselves 
because of love, we are moving into a deeper place.  

 
There are two specific examples of suffering for love in our 

readings this weekend. In our First Reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles, we heard that the religious authorities had to reprimand the 
Apostles for speaking about Jesus. The reading concluded by saying, “so 
the Apostles left the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they had 
been found worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.” They 
were at peace with their suffering, knowing that it was in the name of 
love. The second example is from Jesus himself. Jesus said to Peter, 
“amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to dress 
yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you 
where you do not want to go.” Anyone who has lost their 
independence knows the suffering of no longer having total control 
over one’s life. Yet, this would be the way that Peter would suffer in 
order to glorify the God of love. 
 

Jesus invites us to question our love in order to make it deeper and 
deeper. Do you love me? Do you love me? Do you love me? 

 
As we continue with this mass, let us pray that our practice of 

Christianity may always be centered on love. With Peter, when Jesus 
asks us if we love him the final time, may we reply, “Lord you know 
everything. You know that I love you.” 


